4825 Oakwood 
A : Moss Point, Ms. 39563. 


Ms. Nan Fairley 
P. O. Box 5511 
Meridian, Ms. 39302-5511 


Dear Ms. Fairley: 


We read your article in Regina Hines' column in the Ms. Press 
regarding the history of Lauderdale, County, Ms. that you are 
writing. . | 


My husband's great grandfather, George Wood, came South from 
Connecticut. He and his family were listed in the Lauderdale Co, 
Census of 1850. He was a lawyer and ran for the office of district 
attorney. We think that this date was 1849. | 


We have just returned from a trip to Connecticut where we 
were doing family research. At the library in Berlin, Cn. there was 
a file of papers that we were permitted to see. Of most interest to 
us was a letter written from Alamutcha, Ms. (is this in Lauderdale Co.?) 
to relatives back in New England. Ne were really thrilled to get a 
copy of this letter. 2 | 


If you feel you would be interested in this ancestor of my. 
husband's, we would be pleased to hear from you. i 


Lauderdale County Department pura very trudy, 
of Archives and History, Inc. | T | 
Court House Annex Building l Charlotta l 
P. O. Box 5511 97/12/87 | | (Word 


Meridian, MS 39302 , 
RO (Mrs. A. G. Wood) 


Pe93. 927 


Mrs. A. G. Wood 
4825 Oakwood, Moss Point, Ms. 39563 


July 24, 1987 


Dear Mr. Dawson: 


Thank you for your letter. The letter we got 
in Connecticut is enclosed It is a "two in one" letter 
written partly by Edwin Sage (brother-in-law of George 
Wood, and by Nelson Wood, brother of George. . The 
envelope with the Alamutcha address is very legible, 
but the letter is less so. We've made a copy ofit 
which is also enclosed. 


I have another SE for you--is there a cem- 
etery near Meridian that is calle the Sageville Cem- 


ae oo 
Also, I include the newspaper article. 


Yours very truly, 


Cha Lathe. K Gore 


Enclosures 


P. S. The Maria Sage mentinned in the letter is 
the wife of George Wood and great grandmother of my 
husband. 
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Alamutcha, Nov. lst 1649 


My Dear Mother 
How very strange and trying it is that I am not also 


permitted to add My Dear Father,we can scarcly realise the we shall 
never look upon his face again should any of us ever go north again 
there will be a void that it will be a long time in closing. How you 
all get along without him I cannot immmagin. we are taught to look 
upon all things for the best but it is very trying to think that we shall 
never see one who has allways beena kind & indulgent parent . 
We received a letter from Henry a few days since in which he wished 

Maria & myself to write whether or not we had any claim against the Estate 
ex-net,"we have not," also what ve were willing to have done with it, we both 
are willing & desire Mother to do with our interest in Estate just as 
she thinks for our benefit & for her own convenienience & happieness. 
I do not think it best for Mary to board at Home this winter. she 
will feel much more in a mood "& it will come easier-" to goto House 
keeping immediately after marriage then if she boards for a year-. 

I also shall not be willing for Henry to keep the Farm in the 
way he says Ralph & Wm agree to, unless he will furnish a Woman the 
whole year to do all the work & pay her hire out of his portion raised 
from Farm. Mother has "& I wish you all to bere in in mind" worked 
hard all her life "& would do it still longer would you let her-" and 
we have desided to accomplish a change for the better in that respect. 
in some way. or it will not be long before we all will be deprived 
of her presence inthis world. was that the case there would be 
one great attraction (to us) given (?) from Home, were all our parents 
dead I dont think that we could ever look upon the place again. 
memory would be too great. All that we can say is do for the best of all 

How sorry we all are that we could not have been at Home & seem 
Balph. could you realise that Catherin was not to ome. what is he going 

----next page--- 

are his prospects good. we have had a letter or two has "from him 
this year. but he says nothing about what he earnes or how he get along in 
money matters. I will try & write him in a few days. 1 supposed he nearly 
prevailed upon you all to remove west. We never-knew the cause of Wm's 
leaving Brooklyn. did he loose anything through the year. I hope not 
I feel confident that he has come to a wise condlusion in not 
persisting to go to California. had he 2000 or 4000 Doll- to take 
along with him & then was sure his health & life would be spared I 
would say go but not invest money in anything but take it withim. 
as it is he done well not to go-what wages does he get in N:Y. 

Henry you stay on farm for the present anyhow & do the best 
you can for yourself as well as ail the rest & you will “in all proberbility" 
do much better than at anything els, let a young man be capable & industrious, 
persevering & equinomical he will suceede 
in making money & unless he has all of these qualifications he 
will not. This is the reason the Sage boys have not made more. I 
speak from my experience, & so long as I am doing tolerable well 
I expect to kick at same place, the old saying is true in most of cases 
A long road without a turn, if you don't make but a little each year if 
it is saved it will take but a few years to tell quite a tale of its own accord. 

Our business at this place is good & if we don't loose our cotton will 
have done well this year, that we have to risk, shall enlarge our business 
more next year than we did last "or the present year" we buy more 
largly in N.Y. & Mobile than when Henry was here as we are gaining customers 
& the demand is greater. still our business is on a small scale or would 
be in some places. proffits are good in Miss & I hope we clear a little over 
& therefore we have an advantage in getting goods more readily than formerly 
altho our credit was never refused in N.Y. but I mean they think we are getting 
safer in case of death or anything of that sort-Georges election I feel to be 
safe, altho his opponant is taking some pretty strong pulls on him- 
the Election come off Monday & I will write Charles the result. Maria is down & 
wants to write, also & - or I would say more to the rest of my friends, 


excuse this time. 


E Sage 


Page 2 —- continuation of E Sage's letter of November ist, 1849 


We are building a store £ the upper story is to a Masonic & Love of Temperance 
Hall. I intend to join both when established. the is putting up in good 
stile & will be one of the best stores &-Hall in East Miss.- Henry knows how bod 
we needed a store in this place. it will cost us about 600.Doll- including the 
ground- Nelson will enclose $10 for Father Wood in this sent by George tell them 
to write us 
Love 
Ed 


Dear Friends 


By the request of Ed & Maria I will add a few words. Maria intended 
to have written & would have done so. but this morning Maria & Hanna 
were thinking that this was the day Mary was to be married 
they concluded to go visiting & consegkentley after 
breakfast I drove them some two or three miles to a Mrs 
Hunters where they will spend the day . while on the way 
this letter was thought of & M regreted:. very much 

she had done so & charge me to make her excuse 

which I have attempted but which I fear will not mend 
the matter much - she will probably write you soon 

Enclosed you will find Ten dollars which George sends 
to Father & say to them that we will send them some 
as soon as convenient- We are all in __ good health 
at present. Maria came down last Sunday & will stay 
after the election which is next Monday & Tuesday. Georges 
Election we think almost certain but cannot tell what may turn 
up. Some of us will write as soon as the result is known 

Please give my respects to Father & Mother & all my 
friends tell Henry to write to me soon I would write more 
but it is mail day & I have barely time to make up the mail 

in haste 
N.Wood 
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